ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts
85 River Street Suite 2
Waltham, MA 02453

Minutes of the State Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 21, 2025

The monthly meeting of the State Council was called to order by State President Rodolfo Viscomi at 7:05 pm.

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS
Absent: State Trustee Agnes Nobile

State First Vice President Marisa Ranalli read the Principles of the Order and opening prayer.
State President Rudy Viscomi for a moment of silence for our departed members.
State President Rudy Viscomi led the Pledge of Allegiance to our flag.

MINUTES OF THE APRIL 16, 2025 MEETING
Motion made and seconded to accept the minutes as submitted. Voted and so ordered.

CORRESPONDENCE
An email was received from April Etter tendering her resignation as Charity Commission Chair. Motion made
and seconded to refer to New Business. Voted and so ordered.

An email was received from Marie Bedard of the Bandiera e Concordia Lodge # 240 of Marlborough asking if
someone from the Grand Lodge could attend their meeting to talk about the advantages of becoming a member
and what OSIA does. Motion made and seconded to refer to New Business. Voted and so ordered.

Newsletters were received from the following Lodges: Christopher Columbus # 216 (Brockton), Wakefield #
1734, Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli # 2183 (Wilmington), and the Grand Lodge of California. Motion made and
seconded to pass and file. Voted and so ordered.

TRANSFERS
None

FINANCIAL SECRETARY’S REPORT

State Financial Secretary Matthew Ezekiel presented the report for the month ending April 30, 2025 and informed
the Council of the lodges that have since paid. Motion made and seconded to accept the report. Voted and so
ordered.

TREASURER’S REPORT

State Treasurer Armand Buonanno presented the Activities Fund, Balance Sheet, and P&L Budget Performance
Reports for the month ending April 30, 2025. Motion made and seconded to accept the reports. Voted and so
ordered.
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ORATOR’S REPORT
The Orator’s Report was discussed in Executive Session.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Sunshine
Chair Marisa Ranalli advised the Council of the messages sent on behalf of the State President and the Council.

Merchandise

Chair Marisa Ranalli requested a motion to purchase t-shirts and fleece jackets with updated logos to be sold at
Convention. A motion was made and seconded to purchase 100 t-shirts and 24 fleece jackets. Voted and so
ordered.

Pot of Gold
Chair Denise Furnari asked the Trustees to contact the Lodges in their district to encourage them to sell tickets.
Paul Guida reported that 43 tickets have been sold to date.

Calendar Raffle
Chair Matthew Ezekiel reported that the tickets are being worked on and will be available at the Convention.

2025 State Convention

Chair Marisa Ranalli reported that the agenda for convention is being finalized. President Viscomi announced
that the Presidential Award will be presented to Denise Furnari. Brenda Buonanno announced that the Golden
Lion Award will be presented to Ed Amico of the Winthrop Mixed Lodge # 2057 and that there were no
nominations for a female recipient. Marisa Ranalli announced that Matthew Ezekiel would be honored at the
appreciation luncheon on Saturday for his work in the office over the last two years. Chair Ranalli reported that
the Committee voted to give a book of Italian Holidays, that was produced by the National Culture Committee,
as a gift to every delegate. Paul Guida presented a working budget for the Convention noting that to meet the
budgeted profit the registration fee would need to be $850. He reported that the Committee discussed the
registration fee and recommended it be set at $500. After much discussion, a motion was made and seconded to
set the registration fee to $500. Voted and so ordered.

COMMISSION REPORTS

Budget & Finance

Paul Guida advised that he is working on the proposed 2026 Budget. He will be meeting with Rudy, Matt, and
Armand on Sunday to review it. It will then be sent to the Council members for their approval to include it in the
convention book.

Benefit Insurance

President Viscomi reported the Commission met prior to the Council meeting and that their investments were
doing well. Paul Guida updated the Council on a mailing that was sent to all 344 policyholders on March 19 to
obtain updated policyholder and beneficiary information. To-date, 104 were returned as undeliverable, 49
completed forms have been returned, 12 policies have been paid out, and 8 policies are in process of being
claimed. The Commission is also working on an indemnification form for calls received from family members
where the policyholder and all named beneficiaries are deceased.
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Junior Division
Brenda Buonanno updated the Council on the activities of the Samuel J. Musumeci Junior Lodge # 2693.

Italian Culture/Historical
Matthew Ezekiel reported that the Commission’s two recent events on genealogy and dual citizenship were well
attended, and they are discussing the calendar of events for the coming year.

OLD BUSINESS
None

NEW BUSINESS
The Council addressed the email received from April Etter tendering her resignation as Charity Commission
Chair. A motion was made and seconded to accept the resignation. Voted and so ordered.

The Council addressed the email received from Marie Bedard of the Bandiera e Concordia Lodge # 240 of
Marlborough regarding someone from the Grand Lodge attending their meeting to talk about the advantages of
becoming a member and what OSIA does. President Viscomi will reach out to them to see whether they meet in
the summer.

WELFARE OF THE ORDER
Denise Furnari thanked President Viscomi for selecting her to receive the Presidential Award.

Matthew Ezekiel thanked the Convention Committee for choosing to honor him during the appreciation luncheon
at Convention. He also thanked all the Council members for their tireless efforts on behalf of the Grand Lodge.

Paul Guida thanked the Council members and members from across the state for the condolences received on the
passing of his brother.

Rita Anderson offered some suggestions for the next Council to facilitate the meeting process and thanked her
fellow Council members for the opportunity to serve with them.

State First Vice President Marisa Ranalli read the closing prayer.

Having completed all business in accordance with the By-Laws, State President Rodolfo Viscomi declared the
meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul M. Guida
Chief Operating Officer
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