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ORDER SONS AND DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 
Grand Lodge of Massachusetts 

85 River Street Suite 2 
Waltham, MA 02453 

 
Minutes of the State Council Meeting 

Wednesday, August 20, 2025 
 
The monthly meeting of the State Council was called to order by State President Rodolfo Viscomi at 7:03 pm. 
 

ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS 
 Excused: State Recording Secretary Leanna Daniele 
  State Trustee Giuseppe Liquori 
 
President Viscomi advised the Council members that since this is an unscheduled meeting we would forego the 
ritualistic formalities, and executive, committee, and commission reports. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
A report on the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum (GMM) with a request that the 10% charity administrative fee charged 
C&E Trust be waived for the Garibaldi-Meucci Museum was received from Angelo and Carol Rossi, National 
GMM Overseer Co-Chairs.  Motion made and seconded to refer to the C&E Trust.  Voted and so ordered. 
 
An invoice was received from the National office for a suite and breakfast sponsorship for the National 
Convention being held August 12-17, 2025 in Orlando, FL.  Motion made and seconded to refer to New Business.  
Voted and so ordered. 
 
An email was received from Steve DeAngelis regarding holding a Grand Lodge Bocce Tournament on 9/28, 10/5, 
or 10/12.  Motion made and seconded to refer to New Business.  Voted and so ordered. 
 
Newsletters were received from the following Lodges: Christopher Columbus # 216 (Brockton), Wakefield # 
1734, Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli # 2183 (Wilmington), and the Grand Lodge of California.  Motion made and 
seconded to pass and file.  Voted and so ordered. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
President Viscomi reported on the National Convention that was held August 12-17 in Orlando, Florida.  He 
commended the Convention organizers and noted that he was extremely impressed with the unity shown by the 
Massachusetts delegation.  He reported that Massachusetts was well represented and elected to National office 
were National First Vice President Kevin Caira, National Trustee Denise Furnari, National Historian Florence 
Guidara, Sons of Italy Foundation Trustee and National Arbitrator Philip Privitera, and National Alternate 
Arbitrator Rudy Viscomi.  He congratulated the National FOTO group, especially Salvatore Circosta and Dario 
Gagliano, on the presentations made at Convention and their work toward increasing membership, with a focus 
on younger members.  Brenda Buonanno reported on the National Women’s Leadership Committee and one of 
its initiatives, the Mentor/Mentee Program. 
 
Matthew Ezekiel reported he received a call from Mark DeMagistris advising he was picking up the mantle 
organizing a new lodge in Nashua, NH, noting that the two prior contacts had to step aside.  A meeting will be 
scheduled next week with Mark to start the process. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
The Council addressed the invoice received from the National office for a suite and breakfast sponsorship for the 
National Convention held August 12-17, 2025 in Orlando, FL.  Motion made and seconded to approve the invoice.  
Voted and so ordered.  A motion was also made and seconded to approve the expenditure for gifts given to the 
attendees at the National Convention.  Voted and so ordered. 
 
The Council addressed the email received from Steve DeAngelis regarding holding a Grand Lodge Bocce 
Tournament on 9/28, 10/5, or 10/12.  Motion made and seconded to suggest the Tournament be scheduled in the 
Spring to avoid conflicts with Italian Heritage Month events.  Voted and so ordered. 
 
State President Rodolfo Viscomi presented the following appointments as Chairs of Permanent Commissions: 
 Charitable & Educational Trust Marc DeLuca 
 Charity Florence Guidara 
 Italian Culture/Historical Claudia Hartley 
 Magazine Pamela Donnaruma 
 Organization & Education Chris Higgins 
 Sports Stephen DeAngelis 
 State Deputy Jacquelyn Bonarrigo 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the appointments.  Voted and so ordered. 
 
Matthew Ezekiel made a motion to allocate up to $2,000 to purchase a new laptop for Paul Guida.  Motion was 
seconded.  Voted and so ordered. 
 
Matthew Ezekiel made a motion to purchase a new email license for the Italian Culture/Historical Commission.  
Motion was tabled pending more information. 
 
President Viscomi advised he was scheduling a meeting with the Filial Lodge Presidents via Zoom on Thursday, 
September 4 at 7:00 PM.  He advised the Council members they are welcome to attend. 
 
President Viscomi appointed himself, Matthew Ezekiel, Armand Buonanno, Paul Guida, Charitable & 
Educational Trust Chair Marc DeLuca, and Benefit Insurance Commission President Rick Vitali to the Investment 
Committee and advised the first meeting will be held Tuesday, September 9 at 7:00 PM. 
 

WELFARE OF THE ORDER 
Numerous attendees to the National Convention praised President Viscomi for his leadership, eloquence, and 
conduct at the Convention, and First Lady Lilia Viscomi for the grace and embrace toward all of the attendees 
she displayed. 
 
President Viscomi reminded the Council members that they should speak up if they are aware of anything 
important that was missed at the monthly meeting and reminded the Council members that issues discussed in 
Executive Session should not be discussed with anyone outside the meeting. 
 
Having completed all business in accordance with the By-Laws, State President Rodolfo Viscomi declared the 
meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Paul M. Guida 
Chief Operating Officer 


